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In communication, Perception is imperative in ensuring messages are conveyed objectively through selection, organization, and interpretation of information in the senses. Through perception, people become aware of their environment in a way that is unique and influence their communication with others. In the movie, The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby, there are distinctive concepts of perception that are explicitly expressed in the communication objectives of the characters. The movie is a collection of three films, Him, Her, and Them, and follows the same time period but using different perspectives of the characters. The movie depicts the use of perception of a young couple that is trying to cope after the loss of their infant son. There unique subjective perceptions of certain shared events by the characters in the movie (Benson). The characters express aspects of salience, empathy, and gestalt constructs as their demonstration of perception during communication.
Salience entails the degree to which the particular people or aspects of their communication attract our attentions. People are events that are salient are significant and exceptionally noticeable. A communication is perceived to be salient if the behavior of the communicator is visually and audibly stimulating (Floyd). For instance, Eleanor seems to ignore Connor after a heated argument and tells him to live her alone. However, the sight of her being hit by a car raises her attention to him and admits that he is her husband and fortunately to them, he was barely injured. It depicts how visual stimulations can influence perception during communication. Communication can also perceive to be salient when one’s goals or expectations lead one to view it as significant. In the first scene of “Him”, Eleanor and Connor are unable to pay the restaurant bill and she manages to get out without being noticed, however, when she hears someone calling her out, she starts to run thinking it is the hotel attendants. In this case, evens the slightest movement would have had her running as she was expecting to be summoned.
In the selection and interpretation of information, empathy is another variable tool that allow people to communicate effectively. Empathic experiences drive people into the feelings and emotions of others and let them understand their perspectives as well as making them aware of their feeling to identify with them. One may be able to see things from the perspectives of their counterparts without necessarily experiencing the person’s emotions (Floyd). It is apparent that Eleanor’s mother does not share into the emotions of her daughter after losing her son. Regardless, she seems to see things from her vintage point and give her time to mourn (Benson). Interpersonal communication can also depict empathic concern when an individual perceives the feelings and emotions of the other and experience compassion towards that person’s emotional states. They also tend to start experiencing the same feelings as they seek to identify with their partner. Eleanor becomes exceptionally emotional following the loss of her son and while her husband try to contain himself, the sight of her crying draw the emotions to him and finds himself similarly emotional.
Typically, people form impressions of others during communication by developing gestalt constructs, i.e. forming a general sense of a person that is either positive or negative. People often draw a few traits to make a judgement about a person and make an impression of the individual as a whole rather than as the sum of individual parts. Gestalt constructs make use of limited information to make a judgment about an individual and they could give an inaccurate impression. When Eleanor indicates that she no longer remembers what their son looked like, Connor describes to her the features of the boy that were a replica of her in an intimate and emotional way and this elicit emotions in her and a positive judgment that her husband still valued her. It indicates the significance of brief talks that tend to change the whole impression of situations or people.
The movie is an appropriate representation of how the various concepts of perception are incorporated in interpersonal communication. It depicts two characters drawn in emotions as they struggle to deal with the loss of their infant son. Perception as presented as a subjective component of communication as the characters respond to the various shared events. The audience is able to see things from the perspectives of each of the two characters as well as those affiliated to them. Salience, empathy, and gestalt constructs are depicted as fundamental concepts during perception of information.
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